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TES and the National Association for the Teaching of English ran a survey to find teachers' top 100 fiction books all

children should read before leaving primary school. Here are the results.

1          Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl

2          Goodnight Mister Tom by Michelle Magorian

3          Alice in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll

4          Matilda by Roald Dahl

5          The Gruffalo by Julia Donaldson

6          The Chronicles of Narnia by C S Lewis

7          The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle

8          We're Going on a Bear Hunt by Michael Rosen

9          Dogger by Shirley Hughes

10        Where the Wild Things Are by Maurice Sendak

11        Stig of the Dump by Clive King

12=      Black Beauty by Anna Sewell

12=      The Iron Man by Ted Hughes

14        Flat Stanley by Jeff Brown

15        Winnie the Pooh by A A Milne

16        Funnybones by Allan and Janet Ahlberg

17=      Owl Babies by Martin Waddell and Patrick Benson

17=      The Hobbit by J R R Tolkien

19        Green Eggs and Ham by Dr Seuss

20        War Horse by Michael Morpurgo

https://www.tes.co.uk/
https://www.tes.co.uk/auth/logon?sign-in=1
https://www.tes.co.uk/auth/logon?sign-up=1
https://twitter.com/share
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tes.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fschool-news%2Fbreaking-news%2F100-fiction-books-all-children-should-read-leaving-primary-school-%25E2%2580%2593&t=sdfsdfsdfsdf+sdf+sdf
https://www.tes.co.uk/news/author/tes-reporter
https://www.tes.co.uk/news/school-news/english
https://www.tes.co.uk/news/school-news/literacy
https://www.tes.co.uk/news/school-news/primary


21=      Grimm’s Fairy Tales by The Brothers Grimm

21=      The Tiger Who Came to Tea by Judith Kerr

23        Peace at Last by Jill Murphy

24        Artemis Fowl series by Eoin Colfer

25        Hairy Maclary from Donaldson's Dairy by Lynley Dodd

26        Not Now Bernard by David Mckee

27        Diary of a Wimpy Kid by Jeff Kinney

28        The Twits by Roald Dahl

29        I am David by Anne Holm

30        The Highwayman by Alfred Noyes

31        The Paddington series by Michael Bond

32        Amazing Grace by Mary Hoffman and Caroline Binch

33        Esio Trot by Roald Dahl

34        Five Children and It by E Nesbit

35        Clockwork by Phillip Pullman

36        The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett

37        The Magic Far Away Tree by Enid Blyton

38        Farmer Duck by Martin Waddell and Helen Oxenbury

39        Swallows and Amazons by Arthur Ransome

40        The Silver Sword by Ian Serraillier

41        The Worst Witch series by Jill Murphy

42        The Alfie and Annie Rose series by Shirley Hughes

43        Shakespeare Stories by Leon Garfield

44        Journey to the River Sea by Eva Ibbotson

45        Six Dinner Sid by Inga Moore

46        Sad Book by Michael Rosen

47        The Borrowers by Mary Norton

48=      A Dark, Dark Tale by Ruth Brown

48=      The Jolly Postman by Allan Ahlberg

50        Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan

51        Coraline by Neil Gaiman

52        Zoo by Anthony Browne

53        Treasure Island by R L Stevenson

54        Voices in the Park by Anthony Browne

55        Cinderella by Charles Perrault, illustrated by Roberto Innocenti

56        Pig Heart Boy by Malorie Blackman

57        The Railway Children by E Nesbit

58        Cloud Busting by Malorie Blackman

59=      Kidnapped by R L Stevenson

59=      The Sheep Pig by Dick King-Smith

61=      Beegu by Alexis Deacon

61=      The Wind in the Willows by Kenneth Graham

63=      Eragon by Christopher Paolini

63=      The Mr Men and Little Miss series by Roger Hargreaves

65=      Gentle Giant by Michael Morpurgo

65=      Just So Stories by Rudyard Kipling

67        The Velveteen Rabbit by Margery Williams
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68        Pinocchio by Carlo Collodi, illustrated by Roberto Innocenti

69        Eagle of the Ninth by Rosemary Sutcliff

70        Theseus and the Minotaur by David Orme and Wendy Body

71=      The Just William series by Richmal Crompton

71=      On the Way Home by Jill Murphy

71=      Pumpkin Soup by Helen Cooper

71=      Street Child by Berlie Doherty

71=      The Happy Prince and Other Stories by Oscar Wilde

76=      Angelo by Quentin Blake

76=      The Day the Crayons Quit by Drew Draywalt and Oliver Jeffers

76=      The Snowman by Raymond Briggs

79        My Mum by Anthony Browne

80=      The Little Prince by Antoine de Saint-Exupery

80=      The Tunnel by Anthony Browne

82=      Face by Benjamin Zephaniah

82=      The Turbulent Term of Tyke Tyler by Gene Kemp

84        The Giving Tree by Shel Silverstein

85=      Click Clack Moo: cows that type by Doreen Cronin and Betsy Lewin

85=      The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Juster

85=      The Tale of Peter Rabbit by Beatrix Potter

88=      I Will Not Ever Never Eat a Tomato by Lauren Child

88=      The Skulduggery Pleasant series by Derek Landy

88=      The Early Years at Malory Towers by Enid Blyton

88=      Wolf Brother by Michelle Paver

92=      Birds Beasts and Relatives by Gerald Durrell

92=      The Weirdstone of Brisingamen by Alan Garner

94        The Mrs Pepperpot series by Alf Proysen

95=      The Asterix Series by Rene Goscinny and Albert Uderzo

95=      The Fib and Other Stories by George Layton

97        The Giant's Necklace by Michael Morpurgo

98        The Kipper series by Mick Inkpen

99=      The Milly-Molly-Mandy series by Joyce Lankester Brisley

99=      The Suitcase Kid by Jacqueline Wilson

For more on the survey, get the 24 July edition of TES on your tablet or phone or by downloading the TES Reader app for Android or iOS. Or
pick it up at all good newsagents

English (/news/school-news/english) | Literacy (/news/school-news/literacy) | Primary (/news/school-news/primary)

Related Content

Harness the power of manga to get boys reading (/news/school-news/breaking-views/harness-power-manga-get-boys-
reading)
16th July 2015 at 11:15

Rise in number of children reading for pleasure (/news/school-news/breaking-news/rise-number-children-reading-
pleasure)
20th May 2015 at 00:00

https://twitter.com/share
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tes.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fschool-news%2Fbreaking-news%2F100-fiction-books-all-children-should-read-leaving-primary-school-%25E2%2580%2593&t=sdfsdfsdfsdf+sdf+sdf
https://www.tes.co.uk/news/school-news/english
https://www.tes.co.uk/news/school-news/literacy
https://www.tes.co.uk/news/school-news/primary
https://www.tes.co.uk/news/school-news/breaking-views/harness-power-manga-get-boys-reading
https://www.tes.co.uk/news/school-news/breaking-news/rise-number-children-reading-pleasure


Reading prowess in primary school leads to higher pay, study finds (/news/school-news/breaking-news/reading-prowess-
primary-school-leads-higher-pay-study-finds)
9th April 2015 at 01:01

Frank Lampard's goal: to make reading cool (/news/school-news/breaking-news/frank-lampards-goal-make-reading-cool)
21st March 2015 at 06:00

Primaries, don't ban young adult fiction – embrace it to boost reading (/news/school-news/tes-professional/primaries-
dont-ban-young-adult-fiction-%E2%80%93-embrace-it-boost-reading)
31st January 2015 at 08:00

1

2

3

Breaking news (https://www.tes.co.uk/news/school-news/breaking-news)

(/news/school-news/breaking-news/toby-young-
wages-war-teachers-poor-grammar-reports)

Toby Young wages war on teachers' poor
grammar in reports (/news/school-
news/breaking-news/toby-young-wages-war-
teachers-poor-grammar-reports)

1st August 2015 at 10:00

(/news/school-news/breaking-news/dfes-11-
reasons-become-a-teacherand-what-they-really-
mean)

The DfE's 11 reasons to become a
teacher...and what they really mean
(/news/school-news/breaking-news/dfes-11-
reasons-become-a-teacherand-what-they-
really-mean)

31st July 2015 at 15:55

Most read

100 fiction books all children should read before leaving primary school – according to teachers (/news/school-news/breaking-news/100-
fiction-books-all-children-should-read-leaving-primary-school-%E2%80%93)

Teacher training applications drop as recruitment crisis fears intensify (/news/school-news/breaking-news/teacher-training-applications-drop-
recruitment-crisis-fears-intensify)

Internet learning boosts performance by seven years, Sugata Mitra study finds (/news/school-news/breaking-news/internet-learning-boosts-
performance-seven-years-sugata-mitra-study)

https://www.tes.co.uk/news/school-news/breaking-news/reading-prowess-primary-school-leads-higher-pay-study-finds
https://www.tes.co.uk/news/school-news/breaking-news/frank-lampards-goal-make-reading-cool
https://www.tes.co.uk/news/school-news/tes-professional/primaries-dont-ban-young-adult-fiction-%E2%80%93-embrace-it-boost-reading
https://www.tes.co.uk/news/school-news/breaking-news
https://www.tes.co.uk/news/school-news/breaking-news/toby-young-wages-war-teachers-poor-grammar-reports
https://www.tes.co.uk/news/school-news/breaking-news/toby-young-wages-war-teachers-poor-grammar-reports
https://www.tes.co.uk/news/school-news/breaking-news/dfes-11-reasons-become-a-teacherand-what-they-really-mean
https://www.tes.co.uk/news/school-news/breaking-news/dfes-11-reasons-become-a-teacherand-what-they-really-mean
https://www.tes.co.uk/news/school-news/breaking-news/100-fiction-books-all-children-should-read-leaving-primary-school-%E2%80%93
https://www.tes.co.uk/news/school-news/breaking-news/teacher-training-applications-drop-recruitment-crisis-fears-intensify
https://www.tes.co.uk/news/school-news/breaking-news/internet-learning-boosts-performance-seven-years-sugata-mitra-study


4

5
100 fiction books all children should read before leaving secondary school – according to teachers (/news/school-news/breaking-news/100-fiction-books-
all-children-should-read-leaving-secondary-school-%E2%80%93)

The DfE's 11 reasons to become a teacher...and what they really mean (/news/school-news/breaking-news/dfes-11-reasons-become-a-
teacherand-what-they-really-mean)

Did you see @TheNationalStar on
 #TheUnbreakables? Here's why
 @NSCPrincipal decided to take part:
 ow.ly/QmujY

TES Further Ed @tesfenews

Click here for a range of strategy banks for 
use on IEPs and for teacher training
 ow.ly/PWB9i

tes Special Needs @tes_SEN

Show Summary

Round off the academic year with an award 
ceremony for your class, based on 
nominations given by each pupil
 ow.ly/QdJ05

tes Primary @tesPrimary

Show Summary

A lovely little collection of persuasive 
writing resources ow.ly/Q2Iac

tes English @tesEnglish

Show Summary

Key questions for German learners to 
enhance oral workusing Sie form.
 ow.ly/Qaxtf

tesMFL @tesMFL

Show Summary

42m

2h

3h

4h

4h

Tweets

Compose new Tweet…

More articles from this author

(/news/school-news/breaking-news/tes-general-
knowledge-quiz-31-july-2015)

TES general knowledge quiz: 31 July 2015
(/news/school-news/breaking-news/tes-
general-knowledge-quiz-31-july-2015)

31st July 2015 at 12:00

(/news/school-news/breaking-news/100-fiction-
books-all-children-should-read-leaving-secondary-
school-%E2%80%93)

100 fiction books all children should read
before leaving secondary school – according
to teachers (/news/school-news/breaking-
news/100-fiction-books-all-children-should-
read-leaving-secondary-school-%E2%80%93)

31st July 2015 at 00:00

(/news/school-news/breaking-news/top-100-
primary-books-views-a-pupil-a-teacher-and-
author)

Top 100 primary books: views from a pupil, a
teacher and an author (/news/school-
news/breaking-news/top-100-primary-
books-views-a-pupil-a-teacher-and-author)

27th July 2015 at 16:25

(/news/school-news/breaking-views/clearing-your-
frequently-asked-questions)

Clearing: your frequently asked questions
(/news/school-news/breaking-views/clearing-
your-frequently-asked-questions)

24th July 2015 at 12:27

(/news/school-news/breaking-news/smoking-
drinking-and-drug-taking-among-pupils-record-
low)

Smoking, drinking and drug-taking among
pupils at record low (/news/school-
news/breaking-news/smoking-drinking-and-
drug-taking-among-pupils-record-low)

23rd July 2015 at 13:51

(/news/school-news/breaking-news/government-
complacent-and-denial-over-recruitment-crisis-
says-labour)

Government 'complacent and in denial' over
recruitment crisis, says Labour (/news/school-
news/breaking-news/government-
complacent-and-denial-over-recruitment-
crisis-says-labour)

https://twitter.com/TheNationalStar
https://twitter.com/hashtag/TheUnbreakables?src=hash
https://twitter.com/NSCPrincipal
http://t.co/wa3W1YiRwf
https://twitter.com/tesfenews
http://t.co/I3Co2ya1If
https://twitter.com/tes_SEN
https://twitter.com/tes_SEN/status/627385889333858304
http://t.co/c24k0wX040
https://twitter.com/tesPrimary
https://twitter.com/tesPrimary/status/627368229674070016
http://t.co/0pRznRnr6N
https://twitter.com/tesEnglish
https://twitter.com/tesEnglish/status/627350718341582848
http://t.co/xHHm3AmfRg
https://twitter.com/tesMFL
https://twitter.com/tesMFL/status/627350640973488129
https://twitter.com/tesfenews/status/627412782552645632
https://twitter.com/tes_SEN/status/627385889333858304
https://twitter.com/tesPrimary/status/627368229674070016
https://twitter.com/tesEnglish/status/627350718341582848
https://twitter.com/tesMFL/status/627350640973488129
https://twitter.com/search/?q=from%3Ates_SEN+OR+from%3AtesEdTech+OR+from%3AtesEnglish+OR+from%3Atesfenews+OR+from%3AtesMFL+OR+from%3AtesNewTeachers+OR+from%3Atesprimary
https://twitter.com/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?
https://www.tes.co.uk/news/school-news/breaking-news/100-fiction-books-all-children-should-read-leaving-secondary-school-%E2%80%93
https://www.tes.co.uk/news/school-news/breaking-news/dfes-11-reasons-become-a-teacherand-what-they-really-mean
https://www.tes.co.uk/news/school-news/breaking-news/tes-general-knowledge-quiz-31-july-2015
https://www.tes.co.uk/news/school-news/breaking-news/tes-general-knowledge-quiz-31-july-2015
https://www.tes.co.uk/news/school-news/breaking-news/100-fiction-books-all-children-should-read-leaving-secondary-school-%E2%80%93
https://www.tes.co.uk/news/school-news/breaking-news/100-fiction-books-all-children-should-read-leaving-secondary-school-%E2%80%93
https://www.tes.co.uk/news/school-news/breaking-news/top-100-primary-books-views-a-pupil-a-teacher-and-author
https://www.tes.co.uk/news/school-news/breaking-news/top-100-primary-books-views-a-pupil-a-teacher-and-author
https://www.tes.co.uk/news/school-news/breaking-views/clearing-your-frequently-asked-questions
https://www.tes.co.uk/news/school-news/breaking-views/clearing-your-frequently-asked-questions
https://www.tes.co.uk/news/school-news/breaking-news/smoking-drinking-and-drug-taking-among-pupils-record-low
https://www.tes.co.uk/news/school-news/breaking-news/smoking-drinking-and-drug-taking-among-pupils-record-low
https://www.tes.co.uk/news/school-news/breaking-news/government-complacent-and-denial-over-recruitment-crisis-says-labour
https://www.tes.co.uk/news/school-news/breaking-news/government-complacent-and-denial-over-recruitment-crisis-says-labour


 (/)

 (/)   (/article.aspx?storycode=6000208&navcode=285)   (/article.aspx?storycode=6000367&navcode=286)   (/article.aspx?

storycode=6000244&amp;navcode=370&amp;utm_source=tes&amp;utm_medium=footer_link&amp;utm_campaign=subscribe)   (/article.aspx?storycode=6000015&amp;navcode=102) 
 (/_contacts.aspx?navcode=274)   (/article.aspx?storycode=6000125&amp;navcode=287)   (/article.aspx?storycode=6000267&amp;navcode=423)  

(/content/takedown-policy)   (/sitemap.aspx?navcode=12)   (/article.aspx?storycode=6082387)   (http://www.twitter.com/#!/tesresources)

This website and its content is subject to our Terms and Conditions. TES Global Ltd is registered in England (Company No 02017289) with its registered office at 26 Red Lion Square London WC1R
4HQ.

Signup to TES magazine for just 72p per issue

(https://shop.tes.co.uk/tesshop/)

• Award-winning news and comment

• The UK’s largest selection of education jobs

• 12-pages of CPD every week plus an online library

• Unlimited access to TES Digital

Find out more (https://shop.tes.co.uk/tesshop/)

21st July 2015 at 13:49

(/news/school-news/breaking-news/trojan-horse-
letter-no-hoax-birmingham-schools-chief-says)

Trojan Horse letter "no hoax", Birmingham
schools chief says (/news/school-
news/breaking-news/trojan-horse-letter-no-
hoax-birmingham-schools-chief-says)

16th July 2015 at 15:27

(/news/school-news/breaking-news/we-asked-
you-how-you-know-end-school-year-sight-here-
are-10-your-best)

We asked you how you know the end of the
school year is in sight. Here are 10 of your
best – and funniest – answers (/news/school-
news/breaking-news/we-asked-you-how-
you-know-end-school-year-sight-here-are-
10-your-best)

14th July 2015 at 16:32

(/news/school-news/breaking-news/pupil-admits-
stabbing-supply-teacher-classroom)

Pupil admits stabbing supply teacher in
classroom (/news/school-news/breaking-
news/pupil-admits-stabbing-supply-teacher-
classroom)

29th June 2015 at 17:39

home about us help subscribe

advertise

contact t&cs privacy takedown

sitemap link to us tes on twitter

https://www.tes.co.uk/
https://www.tes.co.uk/
https://www.tes.co.uk/article.aspx?storyCode=6000208&navCode=285
https://www.tes.co.uk/article.aspx?storyCode=6000367&navcode=286
https://www.tes.co.uk/article.aspx?storyCode=6000244&amp;navCode=370&amp;utm_source=tes&amp;utm_medium=footer_link&amp;utm_campaign=subscribe
https://www.tes.co.uk/article.aspx?storyCode=6000015&amp;navcode=102
https://www.tes.co.uk/_contacts.aspx?navcode=274
https://www.tes.co.uk/article.aspx?storyCode=6000125&amp;navCode=287
https://www.tes.co.uk/article.aspx?storyCode=6000267&amp;navCode=423
https://www.tes.co.uk/content/takedown-policy
https://www.tes.co.uk/sitemap.aspx?navCode=12
https://www.tes.co.uk/article.aspx?storyCode=6082387
http://www.twitter.com/#!/tesresources
https://shop.tes.co.uk/tesshop/
https://shop.tes.co.uk/tesshop/
https://www.tes.co.uk/news/school-news/breaking-news/trojan-horse-letter-no-hoax-birmingham-schools-chief-says
https://www.tes.co.uk/news/school-news/breaking-news/trojan-horse-letter-no-hoax-birmingham-schools-chief-says
https://www.tes.co.uk/news/school-news/breaking-news/we-asked-you-how-you-know-end-school-year-sight-here-are-10-your-best
https://www.tes.co.uk/news/school-news/breaking-news/we-asked-you-how-you-know-end-school-year-sight-here-are-10-your-best
https://www.tes.co.uk/news/school-news/breaking-news/pupil-admits-stabbing-supply-teacher-classroom
https://www.tes.co.uk/news/school-news/breaking-news/pupil-admits-stabbing-supply-teacher-classroom

